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Healing, support & comfort for families during the Coronavirus pandemic 
Wisdom for leaders during these unprecedented times 
The Spirit to continually awaken hearts & grow relationships in Christ
Quality & affordable housing for families in the community
Scholarships for students in the community
Encouragement for parents facing limited access to resources 

PRAYER REQUESTS

As concerns about the spread of the coronavirus (COVID-19) increase, we 
want you to know that the Hope Center KC is remaining faithful and not 
fearful. We are taking the necessary precautions and submitting to our 
local and national government as warranted. We are also remaining 
vigilant in fulfilling The Hope Center's vision & mission by caring for the 
neighbors who reside within our community.The Hope Center KC wants 
you to know how we are responding. To learn more, follow us on social 
media or sign up for our email updates at hopecenterkc.org. 
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR CEO/EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR



“The Hope Center bridges culture and Christianity in a way that many Christian organizations miss. THC teaches the students to see the 
glory of God in their cultural identity and value who God made them to be. At THC they are surrounded by people who look like them 
and have pride in their culture. Pictures and stories of African Americans are on the walls all throughout the year. This is beautiful and 
very important developmentally.”
 
Aishah will obtain a Ph.D. in Psychology from the University of Kansas next May.  Wes holds a P.H.D in Organizational Leadership and 
serves as the Executive Director of a similar non-profit organization in Wyandotte County called the Urban Scholastic Center. 
 
The Hope Center frequently reinforces what the Parhams are teaching their girls at home. “The kids absolutely love, love, love their 
leaders and THC events. When the girls experience conflict they will go to their Hope Center leaders to seek advice. We are grateful for 
this because it takes a village.”
 
Aishah also discussed the girl's excitement for scripture memorization. “We give the girls memory verses at home, but they also have 
memory verses at S.A.Y. Yes!.”  Aishah loves seeing the girls grab their notebooks and excitedly prepare to recite scripture at The Hope 
Center.  

“The Hope Center has a great group of strong Christian leaders with high energy. They are building leaders of high moral conduct who 
know their Bibles. They also throw the best parties. Parents love coming to every event. When we pick the kids up from The Hope Center, 
we love to catch up with people whom we love, admire and consider to be family.”

The Hope Center is always 
providing new opportunities for 
our children and youth to learn 
and for our families to celebrate 
and thrive. During the month of 
February we had the pleasure of 
honoring many local heroes and 
sheroes in celebration of Black 
History.  The Taste of Soul Food & 
Kwanzaa Celebrations were also 
a huge success at bringing joy 
to families, teaching everyone 
the Seven Community-Building 
Principles of Kwanzaa and 
providing opportunities to reflect 
upon the beauty, strength and 
resilience found within our 
history and heritage. Check out 
the Kwanzaa video on THC’s 
YouTube channel to learn more 
about our view of this holiday 
tradition in conjunction with our 
worship of the Triune God. 

The Valentine Dinner/Lip Sync 
Battle was a time of absolute 
delight for students, families, 
volunteers and staff alike. There 
was stiff competition, awesome 
judges, phenomenal 
performances and a whole lot 
of love. As always, we enjoyed a 
wonderful evening of delicious 
food, great music, fellowship and 
laughter. To catch a glimpse of 
this fantastic evening, go to  The 
Hope Center KC on Youtube and 
check out the video! 
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 Aishah Parham thought she’d never 
be a Christian. Growing up in a Muslim home, she remembers adamantly opposing 

Christianity for years. As a teenager Aishah would get excited to debate Christians 
because not many students knew their Bibles. During one debate, Aishah’s friends 

invited her to church due to their inability to respond to her rebuttals.  
 

Aishah accepted the church invitation and her life would never be the same. 
 

In what she refers to as a “Paul-like conversion,” Aishah recalls an irresistible 
urge to respond to the call of salvation during a visit to Macedonia Baptist 

Church (one of The Hope Center’s partner churches). 
  

Like the apostle Paul, Aishah devoured God’s Word after accepting 
Christ and grew in her faith so quickly that she soon began 

teaching Christian apologetics to other believers.
 

Today, Aishah is celebrating 12 years of marriage to her godly 
husband, Dr. Wes Parham, and they have three beautiful 

children.  The Parhams connected to The Hope Center 
approximately 4 years ago and they absolutely love THC. Her 

daughters are currently enrolled in the S.A.Y. Yes! and 
Character In Training programs.
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Friday, March 6, The Hope Center hosted its annual fundraiser, the Heart 4 
Hope Difference Makers Gala. This event was a phenomenal success and a 
great answer to prayer. 

Altogether, The Hope Center raised well over $200,000 through event ticket 
sales, the Golden Ticket raffle, sponsorships, donations and the live & silent 
auction Items. Each and every one of our fantastic supporters played a vital 
role in making this event a success.
 
One highlight from the evening involved a surprise donation by Kansas City 
Superbowl Champions, Anthony Sherman and James Winchester, alongside 
the Chiefs’ Vice President of Communications Ted Crews.  These gentlemen 
delighted everyone by spontaneously creating a once-in-a-lifetime package 
for our live auction, while in attendance at the gala. 
 
The package included 4 club level seats, parking passes, 4 sideline passes 
and a signed football by the 2020 World Champion Kansas City Chiefs! The 
excitement in the room was absolutely palpable! This package raised 
$11,000 in support of children, youth and families at The Hope Center. 

The Heart 4 Hope funds will be utilized to directly impact our children, youth 
and families while strengthening the community as a whole.
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